Sponsor Testimony: Delegate Aaron Kaufman

HB 674 — Criminal Procedure — Concealment of Death and Disturbing and
Dismembering Human Remains

House Judiciary Committee - Tuesday, February 11, 2025

Chair Clippinger, Vice Chair Bartlett and esteemed House Judiciary Colleagues. | am

Delegate Aaron Kaufman, representing District 18, Montgomery County.

| am asking for a favorable report on HB 674 — Criminal Law — Concealment of
Death and Disturbing and Dismembering Human Remains. This bill is cross-filed with
Senator Jack Bailey from Saint Mary’s County. This bill was brought forth from cases in
Saint Mary’s County involving 6 cases of dismemberment as a cover-up. HB 674 is
supported by Jaymi Sterling, St. Mary’s County States Attorney; John McCarthy -
Montgomery County States Attorney, and Scott Shellenberger, States Attorney for Baltimore
County. | also appreciate the bipartisan support on this bill as Delegates Chris Tomlinson,

Todd Morgan and Susan McComas have signed on as co-sponsors.

| have introduced this bill as the dismemberment of bodies in crimes is a growing
problem and these crimes are very heinous. HB 674 would provide for criminal penalties for
individuals who intentionally conceal the death of another, who knowingly and willfully
dismember, destroy, remove or otherwise obliterate by any means any portion of human
remains. This bill also prohibits an individual from disposing of a dead body or failing to

contact law enforcement or emergency medical services — as this is deemed an intent to



conceal the death of another person. This bill also prohibits a person from aiding or abetting
another who undertakes the dismemberment of human remains. Section 5-514 of the
Health General Article prevents an individual from burying or disposing of a body except in
certain locations (for example a cemetery or family burial plot). The current maximum
penalty is only one year in prison or a $5,000 fine. This is not a sufficient penalty for such a
serious crime. Violent criminals need to be held responsible for their actions. This bill, once
passed, would increase the penalty to 10 years in prison should a person be found guilty of

this crime.

HB 674 also addresses the murderer, what the murderer does with the body,
accessory after the fact, if another person assists in dismembering or disposing of a body,
as well as homicides that happen out of state and then results in the bodies being disposed

of Maryland Counties.

Dismembering a body destroys evidence and makes recovering a body more
difficult, and also makes it more challenging to identify the perpetrator. When bodies are
dismembered, the cause of death can be indeterminate and is a deterrent in holding violent

criminals responsible for their actions to the fullest extent of the law.

There will be an amendment coming forward from the Maryland Department of

Health and | will send it to the committee as soon as | receive it.

Again, | ask for a favorable report on HB 674. Thank you very much.



