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House Environment and Transportation Committee
March 11, 2025

Position: SUPPORT
Dear Chair Korman and Members of the Committee,

As residents of Maryland and concerned neighbors, we are writing to express our strong
support of HB1484, the CHERISH Our Communities Act.

The CHERISH Our Communities Act amends Maryland's environmental law to provide
adequate environmental impact assessment and opportunities for public participation for new,
renewed, and expanded environmental permits that are issued by the Maryland Department of
the Environment (MDE). Currently, many environmental permit applications do not even include
a public engagement process, and do not take into consideration the cumulative harms posed
by multiple and historic sources of pollution. The CHERISH Act prioritizes Maryland residents’
well-being and ensures that MDE’s decision-making processes are transparent and inclusive.

By requiring robust public participation and thorough impact analysis, HB 1484 would inject
environmental justice considerations into decisions before harm is done. In our own
communities, we witness everyday the impact of cumulative environmental harm done to our
state’s most vulnerable residents. Concentrated animal feeding operations, waste incinerators,
waste-to-energy industries, and similar high-pollution facilities have exacted a heavy toll on all of
Maryland’s communities — especially environmental justice communities — from the Eastern
Shore to the heart of Baltimore City. We have experienced and heard directly from those living
next to such operations about the foul air, contaminated water, health struggles, and economic
hardships they endure. We have also seen these communities courageously organize to
demand change. House Bill 1484 is a comprehensive response that addresses the root of the
problem: the decision-making process that has historically permitted environmental harm to be
concentrated in poor, underrepresented, BIPOC, and intentionally disenfranchised areas. By
instituting robust public participation and impact analysis requirements, and by mandating a
focus on cumulative burdens, HB 1484 will help ensure that no community is left unheard and
unprotected in the face of environmental decision-making. This bill represents a commitment to
cherish our communities, as its name implies, and to uphold the basic rights of all Marylanders
to a healthy environment. We strongly urge the passage of HB 1484 to safeguard our most
vulnerable communities and move Maryland toward true environmental justice.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Maria Payan, Sussex Health & Environmental Network (SHEN)

Rachel Casteel, Sentinels of Eastern Shore Health (SESH)

Leila Borrero Krouse, Comite de Apoyo a los Trabajadores Agricolas (CATA)
Gabirielle Ross, Concerned Citizens Against Industrial CAFOs (CCAIC)
Monica Brooks, Wicomico County NAACP #7028B



