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The League of Women Voters of Maryland supports Senate Bill 268, which alters from three years to
two the number of years that guardians of students must file Maryland income tax returns in order for
an undocumented student to be eligible for instate tuition at a public institution of higher education.

Senate Bill 268, which advocates for decreasing the number of years that an individual, parent or
guardian must file tax returns for eligibility to receive an out-of-state tuition exemption, generally
relates to exemptions for undocumented students. The Bill recognizes that the current three-year
requirement poses a significant obstacle for many immigrant families and students. Undocumented
Marylanders, high school graduates, who aspire to higher education confront a significant hurdle if
their parents lack three years of tax records. This barrier has resulted in talented and motivated
youth being denied in-state tuition, hindering their access to their eligibility for state financial-aid
status. Maintaining the current tax requirements will continue to impede these students’ ability to
pursue higher education, further limiting their opportunities.

The passage of the Maryland Dream Act on December 6, 2012 affords Maryland undocumented
immigrants with the opportunity to qualify, upon meeting requirements and submitting required
documentation, for the lowest tuition rates at all public colleges and universities. The Act has
extended possibilities for thousands of undocumented students to pursue higher education. SB268
(cross-filed with HB0207), with an emphasis on undocumented students, would continue these efforts
towards achieving education equity. This adjustment aligns with principles of fairness, inclusivity and
access to higher education, which foster a more just society.

Reducing the tax return requirement proposed by SB268 is a practical solution that extends beyond
the obvious value for individual undocumented students to have a positive impact on Maryland’s
workforce and economy. A more accessible higher education system will lead to a more diverse and
skilled workforce, contributing to the state’s overall prosperity.

The League of Women Voters of Maryland is fully committed to diversity, equity and inclusion in
principle and in practice. These principles guide the organization’s effort to engage individuals,
households and communities and policy makers in creating a more perfect democracy.

LWVMD urges a favorable report on SB268.
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