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Chairman and Members of the  
Senate Budget & Taxation Committee 
House Appropriations Committee 
House Ways & Means Committee 
General Assembly of Maryland 
 
RE:   HB0504 / SB0429 – Excellence in Maryland Public Schools Act 

Partial SUPPORT – Amendments recommended to address specific questions and concerns 
 
Dear Chairmen and Committee Members, 
 
The 1,154 members of the Maryland Federation of Republican Women support the proposed modification 
of the target per pupil amounts to slightly lower amounts to help both the State and counties to balance 
their budgets over the next several years.   
 
We SUPPORT (1) a delay in funding the “collaborative time per pupil amount” to 2030, and (2) pausing 
increases in Concentration of Poverty Grants for three years. 
 
However, the section of the bill on Community Schools (pages 25-31) is of concern and needs amending.  
The bill defines “Community school” as “a public school that establishes a set of strategic partnerships 
between the school and other community resources that leverage shared accountability, collaborative 
leadership capacity building, and authentic family and community engagement, using a student-centered 
framework to promote inclusive student achievement, positive learning conditions, and the well-being of 
students, families, educators, and the community through a variety of engaging practices including the 
provisions of wraparound services”. 
 
The wraparound services and programs are extensive, and appear designed to take over many functions of 
the family.  Page 26 describes wraparound services to include: “Enhancing behavioral health services, 
including access to mental health practitioners and providing professional development to school staff to 
provide trauma-informed interventions”.  It assumes that all children from low-income families have 
suffered a trauma that requires counseling and special services. This is an oversimplification applied too 
broadly, and ensures a growth industry for counselors and social-emotional learning specialists.  These 
issues are thoroughly researched and discussed in the book Bad Therapy – Why the Kids Aren’t Growing 
Up by Abigail Shrier.  That research does not support these presumptions. 
 
Other proposed legislation (e.g. HB0161) seeks to indoctrinate children, from pre-K through high school, 
regarding sex, sexual identity, sex transition and body modification, and sex practices.  There is substantial 
disagreement between parents, educators, and legislators as to the appropriate age and source for this 
information.   
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We must respect the role of parents.  In the end, it is the parents who are responsible for the health and 
well-being of their children.  When something goes wrong, it is the parents (not the school, not the 
teacher, not the counselor) who will pick up the pieces and do what is needed to help their child recover.   
 
We encourage AMENDMENTS that address these questions and concerns: 
 

1. Will every county Board of Education be required to create a Community School program and hire 
a Community School Coordinator? 
 

2. Who is the employer of the Community School Coordinators?  Is it the county or the State Board 
of Education?   
 

3. Does a Community School Coordinator answer to the local Board of Education?   
 

4. Every school has a principal who is charged with managing the programs and activities of that 
school.  The Community School Coordinator is charged with implementing all requirements of the 
community school.  Will these potentially overlapping responsibilities create leadership 
challenges? 
 

5. What is “authentic family and community engagement”?   
 

6. Will parents have an opportunity to “opt-out” their child from program elements that conflict with 
the family’s religious or moral beliefs? 
 

7. If a parent authorizes use of the school-based health center by their child, can the parent limit 
services (mental health counseling, vaccinations, abortion referral, gender dysphoria treatments)?  
Can the parent require notification and consent before services are provided? 

 
The Community Schools Program as proposed is ripe for chaos, confusion, and legal challenges.   
 
Without amendments addressing the enumerated concerns above, we encourage an UNFAVORABLE 
report for HB0504 and SB0429. 
 
Sincerely, Ella Ennis 
Legislative Chairman 
Maryland Federation of Republican Women 
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