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SB0429 (HB0504) - Excellence in Maryland Public Schools Act

Joint Hearing-1:00 p.m. - Legislative Services Building, Joint Hearing Room

Senate - Budget and Taxation) and Education, Energy, and the Environment Committees, and
House — Appropriations and Ways and Means Committees

The Maryland Education Coalition (MEC) has been at the table of every major public education initiative for the past 45
years and when the Blueprint was passed in 2020, MEC representatives collaborated with General Assembly leaders to
ensure the Aid to Education budget was fully funded un future years. Therefore, if the Governor and General Assembly
make no funding changes to the public education budget it will remain fully funded through at least FY 2026! This is
consistent with the requirements of the - Maryland Constitution, Article VIII, backed by the courts and Marylanders.

MEC members and other stakeholder leaders, including those with extensive experience with education budgets and
policies have unanimously determined that the proposed “Excellence in Maryland Public Education Act” IT WILL NOT
RESULT IN EXCELLENCE, especially pages 3-15. Therefore, the Maryland Education Coalition strongly opposes

SB0429 (HB0504) - Excellence in Maryland Public Schools Act and urges the General Assembly to vote unfavorable. We
also urge the members to listen to and work collaboratively with the organizations representing educators,
superintendent’s, and board members to address their concerns with this bill.

An Analysis of the Governor’s FY 2026 Budget by the Maryland Center on Economic Policy (MDCEP) found that about
one-third of all of the proposed budget cuts would significantly impact public education even though we have seen no
evidence that public education has a direct impact on Maryland’s current budget deficit. They estimated that within
five years, the cuts to public education will be about 2.5 billion dollars. This is not what was promised to students.

Any reductions, delays or cuts in the full funding of the foundation program as originally approved will have similar
results that occurred in 2007 when the General Assembly made significant cuts to the Bridge for Excellence Act
(Thornton) by having a negative impact the nearly 900,000 students in over 1,300 Maryland public schools. It puts local
school systems at risk of eliminating hundreds of staff with fewer instructional resources and student services. Also, any
cuts to the foundation, significantly impacts students with the greatest needs — lower income, multilingual and students
with disabilities, which require more staffing, instructional resources, and services. This will not produce excellence.

Although there is a staffing shortage including student service professionals (school counselors, social workers,
psychologist), MEC supports the need for additional Collaborative Time to the extent possible. Also, pausing
Collaborative Time isn’t just a delay; it’s a cut to essential services for students and investments in our educators.
Instead, LEA’s should be given greater flexibility to implement it. Also, the foundation program ensures a base level of
funding per pupil, but there are a number of significant costs to public education operations that are not specifically
funded including food service, school safety, utilities, health care costs, facilities maintenance, debt service, and under-
funded students with disabilities cost. It will also have a significant impact on local share contributions.

Therefore, MEC strongly urges an unfavorable report for SB 429/HB 504. Keep your promise if you truly are 4 the
Future of our students and supportive of the thousands school systems educators, administrators, and support staff.
Instead, fully approve the Fair Share for Maryland Act of 2025, attract revenue generating industries to Maryland and
work with stakeholders to identify additional revenue sources and make cuts that are not Constitutionally required with
long-lasting impacts to Maryland’s children and families.

MEC members - ACLU of MD, Arts Education in Maryland Schools, Arts Every Day, Attendance Works, CASA, Children’s Behavioral Health Coalition,
Free State (Maryland) PTA, Decoding Dyslexia of Maryland, Disability Rights Maryland, League of Women Voters of MD, Let Them See Clearly, MSC-NAACP,
Maryland Coalition for Gifted & Talented Ed, Maryland Alliance for Racial Equity in Education, Maryland Coalition for Community Schools, Public Justice Center,
Maryland Down Syndrome Advocacy Coalition, Maryland Out of School Time Network, Maryland School Psychologists' Association, Parent Advocacy Consortium,
School Social Workers of MD, Strong Schools Maryland, Kalman R. Hettleman, David Hornbeck, Rick Tyler, Jr., Sharon Rubinstein
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