Testimony in OPPOSITION of
Senate Bill 429: Excellence in Maryland Public Schools Act

Budget and Taxation Committee/Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee
Position: Oppose
February 19, 2025

My name is Kyle Long, and | am a Baltimore resident and community based clinical worker partnering with families
in Baltimore City. | am submitting this testimony in strong opposition to Senate Bill 429, which would
significantly cut promised education funding under the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future. This bill undermines the
investments our state has committed to making in our students, our teachers, and the future of our communities.

The majority of families that we partner with at my agency are connected to community schools and
budget cuts would have significant negative impacts. Cuts to per-pupil foundation funding will mean fewer
resources for classrooms, including teacher salaries, instructional materials, and critical student services. Schools
already struggling to meet the needs of students will be forced to make tough choices, like increasing class sizes.
Without adequate funding, many teachers will leave the profession, making teacher shortages worse. Hearing from
families we work with, at the start of the school year, some class sizes had 30 or more students and some grades
did not even have teachers.

Delays in funding for community schools will widen the achievement gap and leave vulnerable students
without the necessary support systems. Schools that were promised additional resources through
Concentration of Poverty grants will not see the funds when they need them most. These grants provide essential
services such as mental health care, after-school programs, and multilingual support for students. Community
Schools are already struggling to meet the mental health needs of their students and, with passage of this bill, that
will only get harder. Outside of educational support, community schools provide necessary wrap around services
that are critical to childhood development and family functioning. The families we work with have benefited from
programs that support with next steps after high school, valuable after school programming that is otherwise not
offered and food pantries to support with food security.

| urge you to reject Senate Bill 429 and prioritize the future of Maryland’s students - prioritize generating
progressive revenue through the passage of Fair Share Maryland. Maryland made a commitment to improving
education through the Blueprint, but SB429 weakens these efforts when schools need support the most. Rather
than cutting funding, the legislature should uphold its promise to students, educators, and families by maintaining
the investments that were pledged. Cutting funding now will have long-term consequences that harm not just our
schools, but our communities as a whole. Please vote no on SB429 and stand with those who believe in fully
funding the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Kyle Long, LMSW



