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Preventative Measures for Fentanyl Consumption - College Campuses - HB552
Testimony of Maryland State Delegate Deni Taveras

Thank you, Chair Barnes, Vice Chair Chang and committee members. It is an honor to be here
today to ask for your favorable report on HB 552 — Preventative Measures for Fentanyl
Consumption on College Campuses, as amended.

This important bill proposes a prevention strategy to a rising demand of fentanyl in college
campuses. Accidental fentanyl exposure has been an increasing issue across the country with
Maryland being amongst the top states for demand. With fentanyl being 50-100 times more
potent than morphine and 5 times stronger than heroin, even minimal, unintentional exposure,
such as a grain of salt, can lead to fatal consequences. In 2021 alone, fentanyl was involved in
nearly 77% of young adults overdose deaths, many resulting from unknowingly consuming
powder, pills, drinks or other substances contaminated with this potent drug.

We have worked with a myriad of stakeholders to successfully amend this bill. This bill, if
passed as amended, will allow the distribution of free fentanyl detection products on school and
college campuses with no fiscal note to the state or the universities. These tools empower
students to test powder, pills or drinks for fentanyl, methamphetamine, and ketamine, giving
them a quick, reliable way to verify their safety and avoid unintentional exposure. These
detection products are shown to reduce accidental fentanyl ingestion by up to 85% and can be
the difference between life and death.

College students face unique vulnerabilities, particularly with the increased risk of drink spiking
and unintentional drug contamination. Surveys indicate that around 25% of college students
report encountering substances unknowingly laced with fentanyl. This program not only
provides preventative products but also allows for emerging technologies. Additionally, if
passed the use of these life saving products can foster a culture of awareness, vigilance, and
safety on our campuses.

In closing, we need to provide our students with the resources they need to stay safe. By
approving this measure, we will take an essential step in safeguarding our youth from
unintentional drug exposure and promoting a safer learning environment.

| ask this esteemed committee for your favorable report on HB552.






