AppiE C. ECKARDT Annapolis Office
Legislative District 37 : James Senate Office Building
11 Bladen Street, Room 322

Caroline, Dorchester, Talbot .

Health and Human Services N
Subcommittee

and Wicomico Counties PG 3 Annapolis, Maryland 21401
f !.'i.l‘j] ti4 410-841-3590 - 301-858-3590
g : 5 Wl Feg 800-492-7122 Ext. 3590
Budget and Taxation Committee AR (N | § f g : )’ <
h %) “1ndl ) t Fax 410-841-3087 - 301-858-3087
< Adelaide.Eckardt@senate.state.md.us

THE SENATE OF MARYLAND District Office

_'/u/'m (,f;);//}/{//('z'.f ' 6or Locust Street, Suite 202
Administrative, Executive, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 Cambridge, MD 21613
and Legislative Review _“OL“I G
-221-65
Audit

Children, Youth, and Families

Fair Practices and
State Personnel Oversight

Pensions

Testimony for Senate Bill 994
Public Health — Mental Health Advance Directives — Awareness and Statewide Database
Finance Committee
March 22, 2022

Madame Chair Kelley and Honorable Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to present Senate Bill 994 — Public Health — Mental Health
Advance Directives — Awareness and Statewide Database

Mental health has become increasingly important with the rise of fatal suicides and increase in
diagnoses within the state of Maryland. This bill aims to help this crisis by establishing and
promoting a statewide database of Mental Health Advance Directives for citizens of Maryland to
access.

Senate Bill 994 would require the Maryland Department of Health to implement and develop a public
awareness campaign to encourage the use of Mental Health Advance Directives in the state. This is
necessary in order to effectively promote the new initiatives that have been established to aid in the
current mental health crisis. This campaign will include awareness initiatives to encourage and
support outreach efforts by personal and governmental agencies including mental healthcare
providers, the Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, the Department of Veteran
Affairs, and more.

This bill will greatly benefit all citizens of Maryland in need of mental healthcare and support. Thank
you for your consideration and | respectfully ask for a favorable report of Senate Bill 994.

Best regards,

Senator Addie C. Eckardt



