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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB317/HB750
Office of the Attorney General - Right to Counsel in Immigration Proceedings

Coordinator

TO: Chair Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher, and members of the Judicial
Proceedings Committee

FROM: Suzanne Martin

My name is Suzanne Martin and I have lived in Annapolis, Maryland for 17 years
in District #30A. I am the founder and President of the Annapolis Immigration
Justice Network (AIJN), a grass roots, all volunteer organization serving residents
of Anne Arundel County. I share this testimony on behalf of the Annapolis
Immigration Justice Network.

Our non-profit organization formed in 2017 and over that time, AIJN has served
over 300 residents in Anne Arundel County. Since mid 2018, we have provided
financial assistance totaling over $180,000 in legal fees. AIJN has served
non-detained as well as detained immigrants. In addition to financial assistance,
we also have a case management team that has helped people in pro se situations
to fill out asylum applications, work permit applications, and any other paperwork
needed as part of their immigration process. Through my work over the last few
years, | strongly support SB317. I believe our state should provide our detained
immigrants with access to legal counsel for their immigration cases - it’s a
fundamental right to due process.
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