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Chairman Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher, and distinguished Members of the Judicial
Proceedings Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 530. Like a
number of other bills this Committee has considered, SB 530 is a recommendation of our
COVID-19 Access to Justice Task Force.!

This bill would increase Maryland’s eviction filing fee from $15 to the approximate
national average of $120. The increased revenues would serve as a stable funding stream for the
Maryland Legal Services Corporation.

Many Maryland families were facing housing instability long before the pandemic. In
2019, more than 660,000 evictions were filed in Maryland district courts.? And as with the
health outcomes of COVID-19, communities of color are facing the greatest hardships. In
Baltimore City, for example, the number of eviction removals of Black households in 2018 and
2019 was three times higher than those for white households.® The pandemic further
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exacerbated these challenges, with more than 200,000 Marylanders estimated to face evictions
once court proceedings resume and state and federal moratoria and defenses are lifted.

The landlord’s cost of filing is $15, one of the lowest nationwide.® Some states impose
fees over $300. These low filing fees cause landlords to engage in a practice called “serial
eviction filings.”® Over 660,000 eviction cases are filed each year in Maryland.” The filing rate
in some counties is over 100%, meaning more eviction actions are brought than there are homes
for rent.® Baltimore City has 125,000 rental units, but roughly 140,000 eviction cases per year.’
About 6,500 result in removal.’® Why the discrepancy, and what happens to all the other cases?
84 percent of Baltimore City eviction actions are filed with only one month’s rent due.!* Worse,
many landlords file as soon as tenants are a few days late. This practice has made courts “more
like an extension of the residential rental business than an impartial arbitrator between landlords
and tenants.”*?

Maryland’s low barriers for filing eviction actions make it an outlier. Eviction filing
rates in neighboring states range from 5.3% in Pennsylvania®® to 16.9% in Delaware.* Rates in
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New Jersey®®, the District of Columbia®®, and Virginia'’ range from 12.5% to 15.7%.
Maryland’s rate in excess of 80% dwarfs them all.*®

Forced displacement disrupts lives in profound and irrevocable ways. Its harms fall
disproportionately on those least able to weather them.'® As one writer captures the impact of
eviction, “without stable shelter, everything else falls apart.”?® We must do more to help
Maryland families keep things together.

For all the foregoing reasons, I urge the Committee to favorably report Senate Bill 530.

cc: Members of the Judicial Proceedings Committee
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