January 15, 2021
Members of the House Environment and Transportation Committee,
On behalf of our Maryland members and supporters, the Humane Society Wildlife Land Trust
requests your support for HB 293 to prohibit killing contests for coyotes, foxes and raccoons in
Maryland.
On our 117 sanctuaries across the U.S. and Canada, spanning over 21,085 acres, the Trust works
to permanently preserve and connect habitat, protecting the homes of all species of wildlife. All of
those species, including carnivores such as foxes and coyotes, play their own, uniquely important
role in maintaining a healthy ecosystem. In particular, coyotes provide trophic cascade benefits
such as indirectly protecting ground‐nesting birds from smaller carnivores, and increasing the
biological diversity of plant and wildlife communities.1 In addition, by keeping rodent populations
in check, foxes—a frequent target of killing contests in Maryland—help to protect crops and
control tick-borne diseases such as Lyme.
In addition to our work to protect wildlife habitat, we strive to create a world in which wild
animals are respected for their intrinsic value and humane solutions are sought to human-wildlife
conflicts. Scientific studies have amply demonstrated that the random killing of coyotes, such as
in these killing contests, is not an effective method of mitigating potential conflicts with livestock,
pets, and humans. In fact, it can increase problems. By disrupting the stable and limiting
breeding structure of coyote packs, more reproduction will occur—in other words, more coyotes
than there were to begin with. USDA studies have also found that the random killing of nonpredating coyotes, who were living in proximity to livestock herds and not causing problems, can
trigger conflicts where there were none previously.2 Nonlethal livestock protection methods,
including the use of fencing, fladry, and guard animals, have proven very effective in preventing
conflicts with wild carnivore species. 3
The Maryland members and supporters of the Humane Society Wildlife Land Trust ask for your
support of HB 293 to prohibit killing contests for coyotes, foxes and raccoons in our state. Thank
you.
Linda Winter, Program Coordinator and Maryland resident
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