Oppose HB 579
Protect Cecil County pets and wildlife from cruel snare traps
HB 579 would repeal the prohibition against possessing a snare trap in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll,
Harford, Montgomery, and Prince George's counties, and repeals a prohibition against using, selling,
possessing, setting, placing, or maintaining a snare trap in Cecil County.
Snares are inhumane and cause immense suffering
A snare trap is a loop of wire, stranded wire, or wire rope designed to ensnare an animal by the neck or leg. These
devices cut into an animal’s skin and can become deeply embedded, causing lacerations and tissue damage, and result in
pain, injury, and even death. Snared animals are known to frantically chew on the cable and on their own limbs in an
attempt to free themselves, breaking teeth, bloodying gums, and causing self-injury. They can also die by strangulation as
they struggle against the tightening wire, often causing grotesque swelling and hemorrhaging of the head. 1
Snared animals may be hanged to death if they jump over a fence or branch in an attempt to escape, or can sustain joint
dislocation, severed tendons, and other internal injuries as they fight against the snare. They may also struggle to nearasphyxiation, then briefly recover, then struggle again, repeating this horrific cycle for many hours until they die or the
trapper returns to kill them. And animals captured in snares that are not monitored may die from exposure, dehydration,
or starvation.2 Even if snares capture animals alive, there are no laws, regulations, or guidelines to ensure that they are
killed humanely, and methods include clubbing, drowning, or strangulation.3 Animals who are released or escape from a
snare may later die from their injuries or suffer from their reduced ability to forage for food. 4

Snares are “silent killers” that also capture pets and protected species
It is unclear how many non-target animals suffer or die in traps in the
U.S., because trappers are not always required to report them.
However, in field studies, snares have caught non-target wildlife,
including deer, and domestic dogs.5 In 2013 a 12-year-old New Jersey
dog was strangled to death by a snare set a few feet off of a
walking path, and in recent years dogs have suffered a similar fate in
Idaho, Wyoming, New Mexico, Iowa, Florida, and other states. In 2020
a hunting dog captured in a snare in southern Indiana had to be
euthanized because of gruesome and debilitating injuries.6
Snares are silent killers; a dog who is hiking or hunting with his owner
could become ensnared and quickly be choked to the point that he
cannot vocalize. When dogs are captured in traps that clamp to other
parts of their body, their owners can hear them bark, yelp or cry in
pain and are able to rescue them. But tragically, dogs captured in
snares may just hunker down and pass out before slowly and quietly
suffocating.

A puppy’s neck wound from a snare trap, shown after
one week of healing.
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Snares also trap protected species, like golden eagles and bald
eagles, and can inflict horrific injuries on non-target wildlife
species.7 For example, a snare set for a coyote may be intended to
restrain the animal by the neck or limb. But smaller animals who
enter the snare, such as foxes or raccoons, may be caught by the
spine or abdomen as they pass further through the loop before it
fully closes, causing prolonged, severe suffering, deep lacerations,
internal organ damage, and even death. In a study performed on
red foxes, an average of 35% of captures were around the body
rather than the neck.8 And a fallen cable loop will not catch the
target animal, but may catch a smaller, nontarget animal.9
Cheap, lightweight, easy to make, and set in large numbers, snares
are inconspicuous “land mines” that may be abandoned on the
landscape and can imperil any animal crossing their path. The
Missouri Department of Conservation states, “Some trappers do
not accurately record all set locations, or they feel that the cable
restraints are so inexpensive that they do not need to retrieve
every one of them. Restraints may remain active for a long time
after the trapper quits checking them. Animals can be captured in
them days or weeks after the trapper has left, and all trappers
reputations are damaged by these actions.”10

A dog with a snare wrapped around the waist, shared by
Texas-based Bastrop Animal Rescue, Inc.
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Tools already exist to prevent conflicts with coyotes
The use of snares is not an effective strategy to protect people, pets,
or livestock from conflicts with coyotes. We recommend that
landowners and ranchers consult with experts about using non-lethal
property and livestock protection methods including fencing, guard
animals, birthing sheds, and noise and light devices that deter
carnivores. If those methods are ineffective, though, Maryland
livestock owners can lethally remove problem coyotes from their
property at any time, and can engage the services of licensed wildlife
damage control operators when necessary. But randomly setting
cruel and indiscriminate snare traps in the area will not mitigate
conflicts or reduce coyote numbers, and will serve only to endanger
Cecil County’s pets and non-target wildlife who come across them.

A dog suffered this wound from a snare wrapped
around his abdomen.
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Protect Cecil County’s animals from cruel snares: Please reject HB 579.
For more information, contact Maryland@humanesociety.org.
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