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The ACLU of Maryland urges a favorable report on HB 881, which provides
prepaid postage for the return of absentee ballots.
The vote is the defining act of citizenship. As a democracy, we should
encourage all eligible voters to avail themselves of the franchise. And in doing
so, we should make the act of voting itself available to all eligible voters. The
expansion of absentee ballot voting moves Maryland toward this goal.
Absentee voting has been an important resource for many Marylanders—in
November 2012 more than 150,000 people1 voted via absentee ballot. In 2016,
that number rose to 175,374.2
Each election cycle presents a different set of parameters for ballot creation
and for the size and weight of the return mail piece. As a result, many voters
do not know the correct amount of postage required to return their ballots by
mail.3 HB 881 solves this problem by providing the return postage for the voter.
For people incarcerated, struggling to get by, working multiple jobs, and
trying to put food on the table for their families, finding time and money to
buy postage can decrease these individuals’ likelihood to vote.
The ACLU of Maryland supports enabling more people to access the franchise.
For the foregoing reasons, the ACLU of Maryland supports HB 881.
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