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The Maryland Judiciary opposes Senate Bill 594. This bill requires a court, in a custody
or visitation proceeding, to deny custody or visitation rights to a certain party under
certain circumstances, unless the court states the reasons for a certain finding. This bill
also alters the conditions of a certain supervised visitation arrangement that a court is
authorized to approve.

It is not clear what “neutral and physically present supervision” means. The Judiciary is
concerned this language would limit the court’s ability to order a supervised visitation
arrangement that is in the best interest of each child. It should also be noted that not all
counties have supervised visitation centers and courts often rely on appropriate family
members and other individuals known to the family to supervise visits.
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