Promoting Maryland Architecture Since 1965

9 March, 2020

The Honorable Shane E. Pendergrass
Health and Government Operations Committee Chair
Room 241, House Office Building
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
Re: Letter of Support for HB1370
State-Funded Construction and Major Renovation Projects-Solar Panels-Requirement
Dear Chairwoman Pendergrass and Members of the HGO Committee;
On behalf of AIA Maryland and the nearly 2,000 Architects we represent, we fully support sustainable
strategies in building design and construction as we collectively work to lessen our impact on the natural
world. We support this bill as amended by the sponsor. We believe the amended language aligns better
with the design and construction industry, and in our opinion, implementation of solar strategies like these
will help move Maryland further along the path to fully renewable energy sources and toward a much lower
carbon footprint for all of our new buildings and substantial renovations.
We wish to clarify a few reasons for amending the original bill, most issues, but not all, are tied to the
IECC appendix CA (an internationally accepted standard) that addresses some of these issues better than
the original bill language.
1. The size threshold is changed to align with the size in the Maryland High Performance Green
Building Program. While we would like the size threshold lower, we believe that it is better to have
alignment of guidelines and hopefully smaller projects will consider this path, even if they are under
the threshold.
2. Including a roof replacement in the criteria for being solar ready does make sense. Most solar
panels for power generation weigh only a little over 2 pounds/sf and rarely does that require
additional structure. Providing brackets for attachment that can be waterproofed during a roof
replacement makes most sense, rather than eliminating that option.
3. The Solar-ready zone area identified in the IECC appendix CA referenced in the amendment,
addresses the “obstruction” language of the definition for components like skylights and
mechanical equipment.
4. “Roof Expanse” in the original bill, referred only to flat roofs, but low slope roofs with the proper
orientation are also very practical for solar collection and the amendments include them.
5. The amendments have added an interconnection pathway for routing of conduit to the electrical
service panel with the adoption of the IECC appendix CA, so if panels are not initially installed, or
added later, a means to connect them to back feed power is provided.
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6. The amendments have also reserved space in the main electrical service panel with the adoption of
the IECC appendix CA. This provides space dedicated for service connection right away, or it has
reserved panel space “for future solar electric”.
I have attached the IECC Appendix CA for reference.
We support the state leading by example and considering how to make state funded construction more
sustainable. We support the planning and use of rooftop solar panels as a means of providing renewable
energy for state funded buildings. We encourage the use of a cross-disciplinary and vetted regulation
such as IECC for establishing criteria that the design and construction industry understands and regularly
references. We urge you to vote in support of HB1370 and help to lead the way toward a more sustainable
Maryland.
Sincerely,

Chris Parts, AIA
Director, Past President, AIA Maryland
cc: Health and Government Operations Committee:
Joseline A Pena-Melnyk, Vice Chair
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