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Chapter 279

(House Bill 586)
AN ACT concerning

Public Safety — Solar Photovoltaic Systems — Lockout Tag Requirement and
Study

FOR the purpose of requiring a company that leases installs solar photovoltaic systems to
1nstall a certain lockout tag contalmng a safety warmng under certam

certam terms; requzrmg the Department of Labor chensm,g and Re,gulatwn to make
a certain report to certain committees of the General Assembly on or before a certain
date; and generally relating to safety warnings for solar photovoltaic installations.

BY adding to
Article — Public Safety
Section 12—-705
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2018 Replacement Volume)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Public Safety

3 “E6€KOUE, “LOCKOUT TAG” MEANS A TAG THAT:

@ (1) SEALS A KNIFE BLADE DISCONNECT SWITCH BOX
CLOSED:;

an (2) IS ATTACHED TO THE EXTERIOR OF THE KNIFE BLADE
DISCONNECT SWITCH BOX WITH A METAL OR PLASTIC STRAP; AND

—1-
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@1 (3) INCLUDES A SAFETY WARNING ABOUT THE
POTENTIAL FOR ELECTROCUTION IF AN INDIVIDUAL REMOVES THE LOCKOUT TAG
OR TOUCHES THE CONTENTS OF THE KNIFE BLADE DISCONNECT SWITCH BOX.

(B) @ A COMPANY THAT LEASES INSTALLS SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC
SYSTEMS SHALL INSTALL A LOCKOUT TAG AT EACH RESIDENTIAL INSTALLATION AT
THE TIME OF INSTALLATION.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That on or before December 1, 2019,

the Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation shall report to the House Economic
Matters Committee and the Senate Finance Committee, in accordance with § 2—1246 of the
State Government Article, on:

(1)  theadvisability of requiring:

@) the provision of lockout tags, as defined in § 12-705(a) of the
Public Safety Article as enacted by Section 1 of this Act, to residential customers with solar
photovoltaic systems installed on their property;

(ii)  the provision of notice about the safety benefits of lockout tags to
residential customers with solar photovoltaic systems installed on their property; and
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(ii1) any other more effective method of making customers aware of the
safety benefits of lockout tags to residential customers with solar photovoltaic systems
installed on their property; and

(2)  the most effective method of implementing any recommendation made
under item (1) of this section.

SECTION 2: 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
July 1, 2019.

Approved by the Governor, April 30, 2019.





